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IN THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 
Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) An information providing apparatus, comprising: 

hierarchizing means for hierarchizing electronic program guide information to be 
provided into first information which designates predetermined information on specific 
broadcasts of a program and second information to be referred to by the first information for 
general information on said program, 

wherein the first information, which may change, comprises electronic program 
guide information associated with a program: and 

wherein the second information, which may not be changed comprises electronic 
program guide information associated with a program : 

first providing means for providing at least one of the hierarohi2od fi rst 
information and the s econd information; and 

second providing means for providing layout information from within th e 
el e ctronio program guide information w hich relates to a layout of the electronic program guide 
information w hen th B e l e ctronic program guide information is to be displayed on a scree n, and 
wherein the first information and the second information each include a tag to enable data 
included therein to be associated with the layout information . 
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2. (Original) An information providing apparatus according to claim l a 
wherein said first providing means provides the first information or the second information by 
radio or wire communication or by a recording medium, and said second providing means 
provides the layout information by radio or wire communication or by a recording medium. 

3. (Original) An information providing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said first providing means provides the first information by radio or wire 
communication when a broadcasting time of a program is changed. 

4. (Original) An information providing apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said first providing means provides the first information in a superposed relationship 
with a vertical blanking period of a television signal. 



5- (Original) An information providing apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said first providing means provides the first information digitally in a superposed 
relationship with a television signal. 



6. (Original) An information providing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said first providing means and said second providing means provide the first 
information and the second information as well as the layout information digitally by means of 
radio or wire communication, 
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7. (Original) An information providing apparatus according to claim 1, 

wherein said hierarchizing means determines that information of the electronic program guide 

information which is changed between regular broadcasting and rebroadcasting as the first 

information and determines that information of the electronic program guide information which 

is not changed as the second information. 



8. (Currently Amended) An information providing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein 

said hiorarchizing moons dotonnm es -the first information comprises t hat 
information of the electronic program guide information which is ohangec h nay change b etween 
key station broadcasting and local station broadcasting aa tho first information and det e rmines 
that information of the electronic program guide information which ia not changed qa and t he 
second informatio n comprises that information of the electronic program guide information 
which is not changed . 



9. (Original) An information providing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said hierarchizing means hierarchizes the second information further into third 
information which is small in amount and is referred to by the third information and fourth 
information which is large in amount and is referred to by the first information or the third 
information. 

10. (Original) An information providing apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the first information is information in units of a program to be broadcast and the third 
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information of the second information includes information for identifying a performer who 
constructs the program while the fourth information of the second information includes 
information regarding details of a performer who performs in the program. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An inf onnation providing method, comprising the 

steps of: 

hierarchiring electronic program guide information to be provided into first 
information which designates predetermined information on specific broadcasts of a program 
and second information to be referred to by the first information for general information on said 
program* 

wherein the first information, w hich may change, comprises electronic program 
guide information associated with a program: and 

wherein the second information, which may not be changed comprises electronic 
program guide infonnation associated with a program : 

providing at least one of the hiororchizod fi rst information and the second 
information; and 

providing layout information from within the electronic program guide 
information w hich relates to a layout of the electronic program guide information when the 
electronic program guido infonnation io to be displayed on a scree n, and wherein the first 
information and the seco nd infonnation each include a tag to enable data included therein to be 
associated with the layout information . 
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12. (Currently Amended) A tranomifision m e dium for trananritang computer 

program pr oduct comprising a program, the program i ncluding being operable to perform t he 

steps of: 

hierarchizing electronic program guide information to be provided into first 
information which designates predetermined information on specific broadcasts of a program 
and second information to be referred to by the first information for general information on said 
program, 

wherein the first in formation, w hich may change, comprises electronic program 
guide information associated with a program: and 

wherein the seco nd information, which mav not be changed comprises electronic 
program guide information associated with a program : 

providing at least one of the hierarchized rfirst information and the second 
information; and 

providing layout information which relates to a layout whea-of the electronic 
program guide information is to bo -when d isplayed on a screen , and wherein the first information 
and the second information each include a tag to enable data included therein to be associate^ 
with the layout information . 

13. (Currently Amended) A display controlling apparatus, comprising: 
first acquiring means for acquirin g, from within e lectronic) program guid e 
information hieiarchized into at least one of first and second information, the fir st information 
which designates designating p redetermined information of electronic program guide 
information on specific broadcasts of a program and second information ie-be -being r eferred to 
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by the first information for general information on said program , at leapt ono of the first 
information and the s e cond infotmati e» 

wherein the first information, w hich may change, comprises electronic program 
fluide in formation, associated with a program: and 

wherein the seco nd information, which mav not be changed comprises electronic 
program g uide information associated with a program : 

second acquiring means for acquiring layout information which relates to e£4ke 
e l e ctronic program guido information r e garding a layout wkea-of the electronic program guide 
information i s to be w hen d isplayed on a screen; and 

producing means for producing display information to be used to display the 
electronic program guide information from at least one of the first information and the second 
information, and the layout infoimatio n^and wherein the first information and the second 
informati on each include a tag to enable data included therein to be associated with the layout 
information . 

14, (Original) A display controlling apparatus according to claim 13, further 
comprising display means for displaying the electronic program guide information. 



13, wherein said producing means retrieves information necessary to bo displayo d- f rom the first 
information or the second information in response to the layout information and produces the 
display information in response to the retrieved information and the layout information. 



(Currently Amended) A display controlling apparatus according to claim 
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16. (Currently Amended) A display controlling apparatus according to claim 

15, wherein said producing means hierarchizes the retrieved information into first intermediate 

information regarding which relates to c ontents to be displayed at individual layout positions 

based on the layout information and int2_second intermediate information to be referred to by the 

first intermediate information and designates the first information. 



17. (Original) A display controlling apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
said producing means sorts the first information to be designated as the second intermediate 
information. 



18. (Original) A display controlling apparatus according to claim 17, further 
comprising instructing means for instructing sorting of the first information to be designated as 
the second intermediate information. 

19. (Original) A display controlling apparatus according to claim 13 f wherein 
said first or second acquiring means acquires at least one of the first information, the second 
information and the layout information from a recording medium. 



20. (Original) A display controlling apparatus according to claim 13, wherein 
said first or second acquiring means fetches at least one of the first information, the second 
information and the layout information from data transmitted thereto by radio or wire 
communication. 
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21. (Currently Amended) A display controlling method, comprising the steps 

of: 

acquiringr frem within e lectronic program guido information hiorarchizad into at 
least one of first information an d second information, fi rst information which dooignatos 
designating predetermined information of electroni c pmpram guide information o n specific 
broadcasts of a program and the second information te-be -being r eferred to by the first 
information for general information on said program, at least on e of tho first information and tho 
s e cond information 

wherein the first information, which may change, comprises electronic program 
guide information, associated with a program: and 

wherein the second informatio n, which may not be changed, comprises electronic 
program guide information associated with a program : 

acquiring layout information recording w hich relates to a layout of the electronic 
program guide information when th e electronic program guide information is to bo displayed on 
a screen; and 

producing display information to be used to display the electronic program guide 
information from at least one of the first information and the second information, and the layout 
information, and wher ein the first information and the second information each include a tag to 
enable data i ncluded therein to be associated with the layout information . 

22. (Currently Amended) A tranomission m e dium for transmitting computer 
program product finm prisjng a program, the program including b eing operable to perform t he 
steps of: 
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acquiring? at least one of first in formation and second information, from within 
olootronic program guide information hierarchteed inte - t he first information which designates 
designating p redetermined information of electronic program guide information on specific 
broadcasts of a program and thesecond information te-be -being r eferred to by the first 
information for general information on said program , at l e ant on e- of th e first information and tho 
oecond information 

wherein tfre first information, which may change, comprises electronic program 
guide information, associated with a program: and 

wherein the second information, which mav not be changed, comprises electronic 
program guide information associated with a program; 

acquiring layout information regarding which relates to a layout of the electronic 
program guide information when the electronic program guide information is to b e displayed on 
a screen; and 

producing display inf onnation to be used to display the electronic program guide 
information from at least one of the first information and the second information, and the layout 
information , and wherein the first information and the second information each include a tag to 
enable data included therein to be associated with the layout information . 

23. (Currently Amended) An information providing system, comprising: 
hierarchizing means for hierarchizing electronic program guide information to be 
provided into first information which designates predetermined information on specific 
broadcasts of a program and second information to be referred to by the first information for 
general information on said program* 
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wherein the first inf ormation, which may change, comprises electronic program , 
guide information, associated with a program: and 

wherein the second information- whic h mav not be changed, comprises electronic 
program guide information associated with a program: 

first providing means for providing at least one of the hi e rarchiz ed- fi rst 
information and the second information; 

second providing means for providing layout information from within the 
e lectronic program guido information w hich relates to a layout when of the electronic program 
guide information is to b e w hen displayed on a screen; 

first acquiring means for acquiring at least one of the first information and the 
second information; 

second acquiring means for acquiring layout information of the electronic 
program guide information reear drng -which relates to a layout whea-of the electronic program 
guide information is to b e w hen d isplayed on a screen; and 

producing means for producing display information to be used to display the 
electronic program guide information from at least one of the first information and the second 
information, and the layout informatio n, and wherein the first information and the second 
information each include a tag to enable data included therein to be associated with the layout 
information . 

24. (Currently Amended) An information providing method, comprising the 

steps of: 
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hierarchiziiig electronic program guide information to be provided into first 
information which designates predetermined information on specific broadcasts of a program 
and second information to be referred to by the first information for general information on said 
program, 

wherein the first information, which may change, comprises electronic proeram 
guide information, associated with a program; and 

wherein the second information, which mav not be changed, comprises electronic 
program guide information associated with a program : 

providing at least one of the hi e rarchizcd fi rst information and the second 

information; 

providing layout information from within tho oloctromc program guido 
information w hich relates to a layout whon of the electronic program guide information is to be 
when d isplayed on a screen; 

acquiring at least one of the first information and the second information; 

acquiring layout information of tho electronic program guid e informat ieft 
regarding which relates to a layout when the electronic program guide information is te-be 
displayed on a screen; and 

producing display information to be used to display the electronic program guide 
information from at least one of the first information and the second information, and the layout 
informatio n, and wherein the first information and the second information each include a tag to 
enable data included therein to be associated with the layout information . 
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25. (Currently Amended) A transmission Imodium for transmitting computer 

program product comprising a program, the program deluding being operable to perform t he 

steps of: 

hierarchizing electronic program guide information to be provided into first 
information which designates predetermined infomiation on specific broadcasts of a program 
and second information to be referred to by the first information for general information on said 
program. 

wherein the first information, which may change, comprises electronic program 
guide information, associated with a program: and 

wherein the second infor mal mi t which mav pot be changed, comprises electronic 
program guide infoimation associated with a program: 

providing at least one of the hiorarchizod fi rst information and the s econd 

information; 

providing layout information from within tho electronic program gui de 
informatio ft-which relates to a layout wkea-of the electronic program guide information io to bo 
when d isplayed on a screen; 

acquiring at least one of the first information and the second information; 

acquiring layout information of the clcctronio program guid e inform ataeft 
resordin g-which relates to a layout when the electronic program guide information is to-be 
displayed on a screen; and 

producing display information to be used to display the electronic program guide 
information from at least one of the first information and the second information, and the layout 
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informatio n,_and wherein the first infoimation and the second information each include a tag to 
enable data i ncluded therein to be associated with the layout information . 
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